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February 10, 2010
Mr. Perry Devlin
Shea Trilogy
60-800 Trilogy Parkway
La Quinta, CA 92253
S UBJECT : Response to Comments Regarding The Trilogy Development’s Equitable
Responsibility for the Cost of Future Traffic Signals Within the Coral
Mountain Specific Plan
Dear Mr. Devlin;
We have reviewed the comments dated February 8, 2010 that were prepared by the City of
La Quinta Public Works Department regarding a letter report prepared by Endo
Engineering on January 21, 2010 addressing The Trilogy Development’s Equitable
Responsibility for the Cost of Future Traffic Signals Within the Coral Mountain Specific
Plan. We have reiterated each comment below, followed by our response to facilitate your
review.
Comment 1: On October 7, 2008, the City Council adopted a Developer Impact Fee Study
(DIF) that calculated the total cost to design and construct a traffic signal to be $430,000.
This total included design (including signal interconnect), construction, construction
administration, materials testing, survey, and design support during construction. This cost
was calculated as the average cost for all of the traffic signals built in La Quinta for the
previous two years. Your analysis does not include an average of signal costs, but rather
only one signal. Furthermore, it does not include the probable total cost to the city,
including design, testing, signal interconnect, etc. Furthermore your $150,000 estimate does
not take into account likely higher construction costs when the signal is warranted sometime
in the future.
Response 1: Clarification of the source of the City of La Quinta’s estimated cost of an
average traffic control signal as $430,000 is appreciated. In a recent conference call, the
City indicated that the $150,000 cost assumed in the traffic letter was not appropriate
because it presupposed that some of the required hardware was previously purchased by the
City. To faciliate an equitable resolution of this issue, the developer is conducting further
research regarding the cost of designing and constructing a traffic signal for the
intersections within the Coral Mountain Specific Plan. Once a cost for designing and
constructing the necessary traffic signals is determined that is acceptable to both the City
and the developer, that cost can be used to determine the project’s fair-share contribution to
the cost of the design and construction of future traffic signals. The appropriate formula for
use in determining the future cost of an improvement based on its current cost is well
documented in the literature.
Comment 2: The report calculates the fair share contribution for the traffic signals at
Madison Street and Avenue 58 (No. 4) and at Monroe Street and Avenue 58 (No. 6) at
about 9%. Given that the Trilogy Master Planned Community is located at the end of both
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