STUDY SESSION ITEM NO. 1

City of La Quinta
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION MEETING: April 9, 2018
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA TITLE: RECOMMEND MODIFYING THE ART IN PUBLIC PLACES ANNUAL
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

RECOMMENDATION

Recommend modifying an annual maintenance schedule for Art in Public Places
program.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

e Art is part of the City of La Quinta’s (City) brand and is an important City
investment.

e Arole of the Community Services Commission (Commission) is the preservation
and enhancement of Art in Public Places (APP) program.

e Establishing best practices for maintenance and updating inventory is key.

e Repurposing viable art to be relocated to other locations.

FISCAL IMPACT

The Art in Public Places maintenance fund (207-0000-60683) would increase to $50,000
allowing for additional resources for APP maintenance and enhancements.

BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS

The APP program was established in 1990 by Council. Public art is one method of
ensuring the visual experience of La Quinta is rich with cultural, environmental, and
artistic beauty. During the Community Workshop in January, pubic art ranked near the
top and is viewed as a highly valued investment.

The City’s current maintenance program includes:

A. Contacting artists on suggested care and provide the necessary preventative
maintenance.

B. Removal of graffiti quickly and carefully without damage to art piece.

C. Prioritize and list needed repairs to be completed in a timely manner.

D. Check lighting, bases, adjacent materials surrounding art piece to assure that
nothing is affecting the quality or condition of the art.

Staff seeking a more proactive approach by revamping the annual maintenance
schedule and contracting the work to professionals to help keep all our public art
looking its best year-round. Keeping best practices in mind maintenance should consist
of the following:



e (leaning 1 to 2 times per year that includes dusting, washing, and waxing.

e Minor conservation (removal of corrosion, graffiti, flaking, paint, water deposits,
etc.)

e Monthly reports that include photographs of artwork’s current condition before
cleaning and a detail of the work performed.

e Annual inventory and inspection of all pieces.

Currently, the City’s public art collection consist of over 100 pieces. Public art on
commercial and residential properties are the responsibility of the developer, but if the
City notices that art pieces are not being properly maintained, staff will notify the
developer to address the issue.

Recently, Council has asked staff to consider options for repurposing viable APP pieces
of the collection. Staff would like to bring these options to Commission for repurposing
art pieces that can be placed at alternate locations where they can be highly visible and
better maintained.

As staff explores new ways of bringing art enhancements to the City with temporary art
programs and curated art installations, prioritizing maintenance to keep the City’s art
investments looking great is key. Staff may need to explore contracting the ongoing
maintenance work on a consistent basis.

ALTERNATIVES

Do not recommend establishing an annual maintenance schedule.
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