
 

City of La Quinta 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION MEETING:  June 11, 2018 

STAFF REPORT 

 
AGENDA TITLE:  APPROVE SILVERROCK EVENT SITE – PHASE 1 ENHANCED PLAN  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve SilverRock Event Site Phase 1 Enhanced plan.  
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 City Council approved the SilverRock Specific Plan in July 2006, which includes a 
35-acre public event site.  
 

 At their February 20, 2018 meeting, the Council establish an Ad Hoc SilverRock 
Event Site committee (“Committee”) consisting of a Council Member, a 
Community Services Commissioner and a Planning Commissioner.   

 
 The Committee has held five formal meetings and multiple follow-up meetings 

between members and stakeholders to identify programming options and 
translate them into design concepts for consideration.  

 
 On May 21, 2018 a joint meeting of the Council, Community Services 

Commission, and Planning Commission was held to review those design 
concepts.  

 
 Based on input received at this meeting, the SilverRock Event Site – Phase 1 

Enhanced Plan (Attachment 1) was created and staff is recommending 
approval of the plan.  

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Total project costs will be approximately $6 million.  The project will be funded with 
$3.5 million in Quimby Funds, $100,000 in Art in Public Places Funds, and a proposed 
$2.4 million from Measure G Reserves.      
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
In July 2006, City council approved the SilverRock Specific plan, which designates 35 
acres as a special event space to accommodate art shows, festivals, corporate events, 
automobile shows, daily use and public parking.   
 
In November 2014, the Council approved a Development Agreement with the 
SilverRock Development Company to construct two hotels, a conference center, a new 
golf clubhouse and retail and resort residential uses adjacent to the event site.   

BUSINESS ITEM NO. 3 



 
 
The Ad Hoc Event Site Committee also included representatives from Montage 
International, SilverRock Development Company and the La Quinta Arts Foundation 
(for two meetings).  The Committee created a timeline that completes the SilverRock 
Event Site to accommodate the La Quinta Arts Foundations’ 2020 Arts Festival.  The 
Civic Center Campus will not be fully available during that time because of scheduled 
alternative transportation projects and concurrent street/storm water improvements.  
Some of the critical milestones of the SilverRock Event Site timeline include: 
 

 August 7, 2018 – City Council approve project plans 
 March 2019 – Begin construction 
 July 2019 – Plant Bermuda grass 
 September 2019 – Construction completed for the October winter over-seed 
 March 2020 – Landscape established and site ready for the Arts Festival 

 
The Committee established a master plan concept and prioritized amenities and 
needs for each phase of the project.  Based on the $3.4 million project budget for 
phase one, it was determined the original concept would not be fully achievable.  The 
additional $2.6 million estimated cost includes a restroom, enhanced lighting, fencing, 
parking, and the central water feature.  In addition, the phase one enhanced plan has 
a concrete pad at the base of a sloped landscape to be used as a music area.   
 
To adhere to the schedule and have an item ready for Council consideration on August 
7, the Community Services, Finance Advisory, and Planning Commissions are being 
asked to make a recommendation on the plan in light of the Committee’s work and 
input received at the joint meeting.   
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Commission could elect to not recommend approval of the event site, which 
would cause a delay and impede the City’s ability to bring the event site to full use by 
March 2020.   
 
 
Prepared by: Christina Calderon, Community Resources Manager 
Approved by: Chris Escobedo, Community Resources Director 
 
Attachment: 1.  A) SilverRock – Phase 1 Enhanced with Temporary Building  

     B) SilverRock Modular Building Department Report 







City of La Quinta 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DEPARTMENT REPORT 

TO: Madam Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Frank J. Spevacek, City Manager 

DATE: June 5, 2018 

SUBJECT: DISCUSS SILVERROCK EVENT SITE MODULAR BUILDING 

In 2017, the City was exploring building options for the temporary clubhouse at 
SilverRock.  While SilverRock Development Company (SDC) must provide the temporary 
clubhouse, City staff was seeking alternatives to the typical modular trailers.  This 
research surfaced a modular building designed by Giorgio Borruso Design of Marina 
Del Rey (borrusodesign.com); this firm designs modular structures that fashion 
designers use for pop-up retail outlets.   Staff obtained a quote to purchase a 3,500 
square foot building with ADA compliant ramps, access and restrooms for $1,300,000 
(a cost comparable to a site built structure that is constructed per prevailing wage 
requirements). As the temporary club location and configuration evolved, however, 
SDC pursued other options (continued use the Ahmanson Ranch House). 

The company that transports and assembles the Giorgio Borruso Design modular 
structure (Giovanni Alongi of Alongi ebenisterie et GC inc) (talongi.com) contacted 
staff last week and inquired about the City’s interest in a modular building they own; a 
client purchased this structure for temporary office and meeting space in downtown 
Austin, Texas and had an immediate need to relocate the building (Attachment 1). Mr. 
Alongi offered to refurbish and sell the building for $265,000; it would cost an 
additional $135,000 to transport and install the structure.  

Staff is seeking Council interest in using this structure at the SilverRock event space. 
Its current configuration is an open module with no restrooms; however, it would 
come with the handicap ramps, HVAC, and some interior finishes.  Mr. Giovanni also 
states that this building meets all California earthquake and building codes.  If Council 
is interested, staff would obtain additional details regarding the building, its 
specifications and site requirements.  This would then be presented to Council at the 
June 19 meeting.  This purchase would be included in the SilverRock Event Space 
budget. 

Attachment 1:  Modular building photo 
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