
City of La Quinta 
COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMISSION:  February 11, 2019 

STAFF REPORT 
 

AGENDA TITLE:  PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY NOMINATIONS  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Recommend Pillars of the Community nominations to Council. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 Pillars of the Community nominations are reviewed by the Community 
Services Commission (Commission) and Commission makes a 
recommendation to the City Council. 

 
 Two nominations were received from the community; the 2019 Senior 

Inspiration Award nominee will be recognized as a Pillar. 
 

 The Commission’s recommendation will be considered at the February 
19, 2019 council meeting. 
 

 The Pillars of the Community event will be held at City Hall on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 10:00 AM.    

 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The total cost for the plaque is $200 and funds are available in the Community 
Resources Special Events budget (Account No. 101-3003-60149). 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
The Pillars of the Community nominees’ criteria include: 
 

 City residency for a minimum of three years, 
 Significant contribution to the development of the City, 
 Recognition for contribution efforts. 

 
The Community Resources department requested nominations from the 
community beginning October 29, 2018 and ending January 31, 2019. 
Community members submitted two nominations for consideration (Mark 
Johnson and Sally Shelton); nomination information outlined on the Pillar 
Nominee Summary (Attachment 1).  
 

BUSINESS SESSION ITEM NO. 1 



Traditionally, the City also recognizes each year’s Senior Inspiration Award 
recipient as a Pillar of the Community. Juan Salas is La Quinta’s 2018 Senior 
Inspiration Award recipient and will be recognized this year in the Pillars of 
the Community program. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Commission could not recommend the nomination and direct staff to seek 
additional nominees. 

Prepared by:  Michael Calderon, Management Assistant 
Approved by: Chris Escobedo, Community Resources Director 
 
Attachments: 1. Pillar Nominee Summary 



Pillars of the Community Nominee Summary 

Nominee: Mark Johnson 
La Quinta Resident: 2005-Present 

Service Organizations: 
Financial Advisory Committee: 2017-Present 

Community Services Commission: 2014-2017 

Ad Hoc Financial Advisory Committee (Measure G): 2015-2016  

Significant Contributions: 
Mark has made a significant impact on the Commissions he served. Mark was 
a key contributor to the Financial Advisory Committee, developing a 10-year 
expenditure model which helped lead to the passage of Measure G and his 
valuable insight was instrumental to the success of the new Financial Advisory 
Commission. He has been recognized by the City for his outstanding work as 
a Commissioner as well as other organizations for his dedication to improving 
the community. Mark has been described by his peers as a “true champion of 
integrity” and a “tireless volunteer.” He currently maintains a blog on 
Coachella Valley water issues, helping to educate the community on water 
concerns.  

Nominee: Sally Shelton 

La Quinta Resident: 2006-Present 

Service Organizations: 
Nextdoor  

Neighborhood Watch  

Coffee with A Cop 

Significant Contributions: 
Sally uses the online platform Nextdoor to inform and educate members of 
the community about local events, traffic issues, criminal activity, and even 
lost pets. Using Nextdoor, she has formed Neighborhood Watch groups and 
maintains positive relationships with the City, La Quinta Police Department, 
La Quinta Museum, LQ Historical Society, and the Cove Neighborhood 
Association. Sally welcomes new La Quinta residents to the community by 
connecting them with organizations and encouraging them to participate in 
local events. Lieutenant Michael Tapp of La Quinta Police Department 
describes Sally as “an exemplary citizen who inspires those around her.”  

ATTACHMENT 1
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