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Background

Project
Location:
— 51495

Avenida
Diaz

Proposal

* Arequest by the property owners to designate
their “casita” home located at 51495 Avenida Diaz
as a locally designated historic landmark
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History

« The Cove is bounded by Calle Tampico on the
north, Avenida Bermudas on the east, Calle Tecate
on the south, and Avenida Montezuma and Bear
Creek on the west.

« The Cove was subdivided between 1933-1937
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Historical Aerial

Early La Quinta Cove before World War II (photo courtesy of L.Q. Historical
Museum).
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History

e The 51495 Avenida Diaz residence was
constructed in 1938

Spanish Colonial Revival style

The home was constructed with an "L" shaped
plan, clad in stucco with a shed roof clad in red
tiles with exposed beams

History

Between 1935 and 1941, 63 "casitas" were built

The original developer of the casitas was E. S.
'Harry' Kiener, who formed the Palm Springs — La
Quinta Development Company
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Landmark Designation
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Landmark Designation

Original “2* style front door.
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Landmark Designation

Original “peek door” in the front door.

Original roof tiles made by Joe Valenzuela Roof Company.
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51495 Avenida Diaz

Avenida Diaz

Original Foot Print Pyl

1) Bathroom and Living Room /]

Building __ i3+ LEES
Additions = "y - % 2) Patio Addition

3) Garage Conversion

Avenida Diaz

4) Garage Addition (1965)
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Other Improvements

Front property wall —Block wall permits were issued in 1987
and 1999, which enclosed the front yard area with a 5-foot
masonry wall.

Criteria

Planning Commission must determine if the property meets
one or more of the landmark criteria as provided in Title 7 —
Historic Preservation of the La Quinta Municipal Code and
is in compliance with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
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Landmark Designation Criteria

It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the city's cultural,
social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, or architectural
history; or

It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or
national history; or

It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or
method of construction, is a valuable example of the use of
Indigenous materials or craftsmanship or is representative of a
notable work of an acclaimed builder, designer, or architect; or

Landmark Designation Criteria

It is an archaeological, paleontological, botanical, geological,
topographical, ecological, or geographical site which has the
potential to yield information of scientific value; or

It is a geographically definable area possessing a concentration of
sites, buildings, structures, improvements, or objects linked
historically through location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and/or association, in which the collective
value of the improvements may be greater than the value of each
individual improvement.




Analysis

51495 Avenida Diaz embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
Spanish Colonial Revival style “casita” bungalow built in the Cove
during the 1930s

5D2 - Contributor to a district that is eligible for local listing or
designation (Historical Survey 2023)

The home appears to meets local Criterion A and B as the first
residential subdivision within the boundaries of the city constructed
with Spanish Revival style homes and is a contributor to the La Quinta
Cove Thematic Historic District.

Analysis

Retains original “L” shape and retains original features and elements -
original “Z” style front door, latch and window, wooden lentil, and
original roof tiles.

While later building improvements were added the integrity of the
original features and building elements are intact.

Representative of the first subdivision of the Cove by E.S. “Harry”
Kiener, who formed the Palm Springs — La Quinta Development
Company.
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CEQA

The Design and Development Department has determined
that this project is exempt from environmental review
pursuant to Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the
California Environmental Quality Act as this project includes
no expansion of the use.

Recommendation

Adopt a resolution recommending City Council approval
Landmark Designation 2025-0001 and find that the project
is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Section
15301 Class 1 (Existing Facilities)
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