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maryhpmann@gmail.com

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the Commission this afternoon regarding the
Developmentthatis proceeding under Specific Plan 03-067 Amendment 5-the West Phase
called the Club at Coral Mountain. | am here to request that the Commission do its part to
halt the construction of the Barrier Fence on the west side of the project and revisit the
Specific Plan and associated Environmental Impact Report to account for the disturbance
that the fence will cause for the natural environment and open space now enjoyed by
generations of Coachella Valley residents and visitors. If La Quinta is the Gem of the desert,
I'd like for our City to start planning to make Coral Mountain Regional Park the Gem of the
Desert. The West Phase of the project as now conceived has not received due
consideration of its impacts and alternatives at the project boundaries particularly on the
west side where it borders designated natural open space zoning, and federally protected
lands.

We who now live adjacent to these lands have seen that activities have commenced with
utilities and roads going in, flagging of the documented archeologicat and biological
resources and staking of the proposed Fence.

First the Final EIR that is referenced in the specific plan was not reconsidered after the
addition of the Sheep Barrier Fence. Its location and construction were not considered in
relation to the adjoining properties, current use, the hundreds of new neighbors that have
been added to this part of La Quinta since the original projectwas conceived and
reconceived over the past 28 years.

The 8’ fence was added to check a box with a solution that has been applied at the
boundary with the Santa Rosa Mountains to the north in La Quinta with the notion of
protecting Bighorn Sheep. The fences in other areas of La Quinta warranted a separate EIR
and | challenge that this one should as well. The figures given in the Specific plan and
description of the fence does not adequately describe how is expected to be effective,
given the geomorphology of the area.

The public, agencies, and surrounding landowners need to be given an honest opportunity
to provide feedback on this element of the proposed project. | can offer a vision of
interagency cooperation to continue to preserve these lands for the enjoyment and
discovery of future generations.
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Second, I'd like the City to consider that the adjoining lands to this property are designated
a Coral Mountain Regional Park on maps. This is heartening as there are significant
archaeological sites, human history as well as the shoreline marked by Coral that itis
named for. This area was a shoreline a lake as recently as the 1700s. The history back in to
prehistoric and geologic time is fascinating and of interest to so many of our citizens. This
areais currently used daily for recreation of all types hiking, climbing, horseback riding,
camping, OTV use. The free access to our natural spaces has been eroded all along the
mountain front. The public--citizens old and those who have been attracted here by the
desert open space--has not been adequately informed of this pending loss of access open
space, cultural and natural resources.

My intent is to continue to dig into the history of this project and find other residents,
groups, and new neighbors, and old who have an interest in working with the developer, the
City and other adjoining landholders to ensure that the future residents we are hoping to fill
these homes will be connected. | am raising a child here and want him to experience and
share the wonder that this desert has to offer. It’s why we chose La Quinta.

Outside developers have the resources to check the administrative boxes, but La Quinta
has the obligation to truly consider the actions that are taken and how the proposed project
willimpact us as a community.

Please stop the Barrier Fence indicated in Specific Plan 03-067. It is a small part of this
project, but how this boundary with the Wilderness is implemented will impact us that
remain for 40 years and beyond and set the stage for how the continued management of
these designated open spaces connect us to our larger community and heritage.





