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Topic: South La Quinta growth-Coral Mountain park and trails 

Written Comments: Mary Mann  La Quinta CA 92253  mobile  
  

Thank you for the opportunity to oƯer public comments to the La Quinta Arts and Community Services 
Commission. I am a resident of south La Quinta who is daily inspired artistically, academically, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually in our desert and am so grateful to be living here and have access to the 
outdoors. I look forward to enjoying many more years here with new discovery every day and sharing with 
my son as he grows.  Hundreds of new homes in walled private developments have been added in the past 
several years in south La Quinta and the building continues. As a result more and more people (me 
included) are using areas of the City that have been lightly used in the past. As residents continue to 
populate this area they are discovering Coral Mountain the Gem of La Quinta and gateway to the Santa 
Rosa Wilderness. This is an area for hiking and other outdoor pursuits and provides access to the Santa 
Rosa Wilderness.  This area is used daily, weekly, seasonally, by immediate neighbors, other Coachella 
Valley residents, and regional visitors for all kinds of recreation. Without planning there will be a crisis soon, 
where we may be cutting oƯ our access to open space, enjoyment of our natural environment, places to 
walk our dogs, ride bikes, ride horses, climb, take in the quiet, discover the desert, see wildlife, and be 
inspired. The County is also upgrading the Lake Cahuilla park that was featured in the Gem magazine this 
month, further adding the interest in south La Quinta as an outdoor recreation hub.   

The City needs to plan on the demand for and use of the access points, trails, and natural space in south La 
Quinta. I have submitted written comments at recent City Council (20 May, 2 June) and Planning 
Commission (May 13) meetings regarding development around Coral Mountain. I would like to get the City 
engaged in the eƯort to create an integrated plan and particularly to continue to allow open access to Coral 
Mountain for discovery and interpretation of its unique ecological, geological, archaeological and historical 
stories. To be done right it will require engagement with the public, other agencies, landowners and 
potential developers covering the whole area, not piecemeal around the Mountain. So many current users 
here have a deep connection to the area, are dismayed with the potential loss of access, and see a better 
way to develop this area.    

In my observations on foot of this area over the past 3 years, the ‘Coral Mountain loop’ would be a welcome 
addition to the La Quinta hiking map including designated trail heads on Avenue 58 and Avenue 60. This 
loop would showcase our unique desert environment. On the east side of Coral Mountain the trail would 
highlight the tufa  formation that reveals the shoreline of the historic Lake Cahuilla and the archaeological 
features that show how well loved and used this area has been for at least many hundreds of years.   

The current plan seems to be to put a fence directly through these unique features to accommodate the 
requirements of a large private golf course development. The fence location and construction on the west 
boundary of the development were not considered in relation to identified sensitive ecological and 
archaeological features that should be respected. Other considerations that were not included are the 
preferred use planned for adjoining properties (park and open space), current use (park and open space), 
Bureau of Reclamation and CWVD infrastructure, nor the hundreds of new neighbors that have been added 
to this part of La Quinta since the original project was conceived and reconceived over the past 28+ years. 
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Times have changed, plans need to change. The fence idea needs to be ditched and a comprehensive plan 
for conservation around Coral Mountain and connection to the Wilderness boundary should be created. 
This one private golf course development threatens to add another 750 residential units to the northeast 
side of Coral Mountain, which will further increase the use of the surrounding natural space and access to 
the Santa Rosa Wilderness. (New homes=new residents and visitors who do not stay behind walls).  

Community services that are consistently demanded (when we are asked) are more parks, hiking , walking 
trails, access to open space. While the current developer of the property east of Coral Mountain made 
some promises regarding  the building of a trail on the west boundary, this is not an integrated plan that 
links the current use with the future needs. La Quinta, perhaps through this this committee, should be 
working directly with any developer and other stakeholder groups to ensure that the Community Service 
needs of current and future residents and visitors are taken into account.  Please feel free to contact me. I 
am new to the conversation but so want to be a part of it if there are avenues to get involved.  

Figure 1: Concept for establishing the hiking route around Coral Mountain. 
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