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City of La Quinta, California
La Quinta City Council

RE: [Estates at Griffin Lake
On Behalf of The Griffin Ranch Homeowners Association

Our File No.: 6081.1

Dear Council:

QOur firm serves as counsel for the Griffin Ranch Homeowners Association (“Griffin
Ranch”). Griffin Ranch has requested that we write to the City Council to express the concerns
of Griffin Ranch’s homeowners regarding the proposed Estates at Griffin Lake development
located at the Merv Griffin Estate.

The homeowners of Griffin Ranch have already had issues relating to the current usage of
the Merv Griffin Estate, which is the site of the proposed Estates at Griffin Lake development.
Generally, the issues stem from the proximity of the two locations and the use of the Merv
Griffin Estate as an events center for various functions, usually by transients.

Griffin Ranch is a quiet residential community with no short-term rental activity. During
and following many of the events held at the Merv Griffin Estate, Griffin Ranch homeowners
deal with significant noise pollution oftentimes going into the late hours of the night. Problems
also arise with traffic making it extremely hard for homeowners to reach their homes. Many of
these complaints have been previously lodged with the City by Griffin Ranch residents. Now, the
owners of the Merv Griffin Estate want to convert much of this area into short-term rentals
which will only exacerbate these existing problems while also creating entirely new, avoidable

issues.

Creating a new community comprised entirely of short-term rentals will adversely impact
the Griffin Ranch community as well as other surrounding communities. Instead of only having
significant issues with noise and traffic during Merv Griffin Estate events, these issues will now
become a constant as a stream of short-term and transient renters who have little care for the
Griffin Ranch community move in next door. These short-term renters are projected to be 80%
adults by the development team and a large percentage of those will certainly be coming into
town for festivals, partying, and the like, and will create issues on an even larger scale than has
been seen before. This hotel-like use of the Merv Griffin Estate property is incompatible with the
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existing residential use of Griffin Ranch. Transients will become a nuisance for Griffin Ranch
owners every single day of the year.

Moreover, the creation of a community of entirely short-term rentals directly next to
Griffin Ranch will have an adverse monetary impact on Griffin Ranch’s homeowners. Many of
the homeowners put a large portion of their life savings into purchasing homes at Griffin Ranch
as an investment vehicle that would grow throughout the remainder of their lives, expecting that
the community of La Quinta would be growing and become a more desirable place to live.
Certainly, a community of short-term renters next door who will make constant noise and traffic

throughout all times of day will negatively impact these owners’ property values due to
unforeseeable circumstances and usage of an unrelated property next door, which would not be

fair to them.

The Griffin Ranch community and unquestionably other similarly situated communities
would appreciate your consideration of their concerns and interests before creating a large
community of transient rentals that will only create bigger problems and negative impacts for the
surrounding communities.

It follows that the proposed use of the Merv Griffin Estate as a transient rental
community is incompatible with the existing residential communities that surround it, and that
this proposed usage must be rejected by the City.

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

GREEN BRYANT & FRENCH, LLP
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Jonathan Shkedy, Esq.

JAF/IS
oo Board of Directors, Griffin Ranch HOA; Adam Medina



Tania Flores

From: Lack, Chris <CLack@trccompanies.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 2:43 PM

To: Cheri Flores; Planning WebMail

Cc: clack@msn.com

Subject: Proposed Development of The Estates at Griffin Lake

I Some people who received this message don't often get email from clack@trccompanies.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL: This message originated outside of the City of La Quinta. Please use proper judgement and caution when opening
attachments, clicking links or responding to requests for information.

Attn: Cheri Flores
City of La Quinta

Dear Council,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the development of the Estates at Griffin Lake, located at 81345
Avenue 54, La Quinta CA. While the local community may be unable to prevent development that will be detrimental to
the area, nearly all residents in the Griffin Ranch neighborhood are completely opposed to the addition of single-family
short-term rentals. This development will cause excessive noise, traffic, and safety problems, will destroy sensitive local
wildlife habitat, and potentially lower the property values of the existing community.

The added noise pollution from 78 single-family short term rental dwellings will be a constant nuisance to our
community at Griffin Ranch. Due to the extremely quick turn-around by renters, | feel that the majority of these people
do not care or have respect for the surrounding neighbors since they do not live there. The Griffin Ranch community
prides itself on creating a peaceful environment that is free of noise pollution.

Traffic and safety of pedestrians are major areas of concern. The local neighborhood traffic will disproportionately
surge during morning and evening rush hours, causing traffic issues during critical times for the existing Griffin Ranch,
Merv Griffin Estates, and Madison Club neighborhoods. The traffic surge during morning rush hours will also negatively
impact safety for children since students walk to school in the mornings. In general, the area traffic is continuing to
increase, and heavy traffic is already common at times from Avenue 54, which may not have been anticipated during the
last rezoning approval.

Sensitive wildlife species have been observed in the area, and any development will destroy their habitat. Any
planned development of the property should consider the continuing impact to local wildlife habitat. The proposed
planning area has several species of concern, which should be investigated by the appropriate agency prior to approving
development.

Property values are likely to decrease in the area if single-family short-term rental dwellings are built. Short-term
rental dwellings are inconsistent with the neighborhoods developed in the area.

| urge you to disapprove the proposed short-term rental dwellings, and from recent meetings and discussions with
my neighbors, | know my opinions are shared by many who have not managed to attend meeting or write letters and
emails.

Thank you for your continued service and support of our communities.
Regards,
Christopher J. Lack

Resident of Griffin Ranch



81495 Thunder Gulch Way La Quinta, CA 92253
Phone: (714)925-4730

Email: c_lack@msn.com



Tania Flores

From: Maria Lack <maria.ellen.lack@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 2:38 PM

To: Cheri Flores; Planning WebMail

Subject: IIl Opposition to the Estates at Griffin Lake Development !!!

Some people who received this message don't often get email from maria.ellen.lack@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL: This message originated outside of the City of La Quinta. Please use proper judgement and caution when opening
attachments, clicking links or responding to requests for information.

Dear Cheri Flores and the City Council Members of La Quinta,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the development of the Estates of Griffin Lake, located at 81345 Avenue
54, La Quinta, CA on the Merv Griffin Estate.

| am concerned that this development will unnecessarily cause increased noise pollution, increased threat to our
communities' security, increased traffic to the area, and negatively impact the local wildlife habitat.

As a full-time resident of Griffin Ranch, | thank you for listening to our community's concerns with this development
plan. We, the residents of Griffin Ranch, aim to keep our community peaceful, quiet, safe and with no short-term rental
activity.

Feel free to contact me with any questions.
Kind Regards,

Maria Lack

Email: Maria.ellen.lack@gmail.com
Cell: 858-232-0021

Address: 81495 Thunder Gulch Way
La Quinta, CA 92253






