Recap for the October 7, 2025, City Council meeting

On Tuesday, the City Council approved the appropriation of $166,666 to pay Fiscal Year
2025-26 membership dues for the Coachella Valley Power Agency Joint Powers
Authority (CVPA JPA).

Council members approved the CVPA JPA on March 18, 2025, and the City became the
first to join when on April 1 Council adopted a Resolution authorizing the membership.
City of Indio and Riverside County also joined and it is hoped more entities will follow.

The CVPA JPA was formed to address the growing electrical infrastructure needs of the
Coachella Valley served by the Imperial Irrigation District (IID). La Quinta residents
listed the issue as their No. 1 priority to address at the 2025 Community Workshop.

IID has been the electrical service provider for much of the eastern Coachella Valley
since 1934 when the utility company entered into a 99-year Agreement of Compromise
with the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD).

However, the five-member |ID Board of Directors has always been limited to Imperial
County residents, leaving Riverside County residents ineligible to serve even though the
Coachella Valley today accounts for approximately 65% of IID’s energy revenues.

To have a voice in the area’s power needs, the CVPA JPA was formed out of three years
of meetings of representatives of the Cities of La Quinta, Indio, Coachella, Indian Wells,
Palm Desert and Rancho Mirage, Riverside County and tribal areas — all with areas
served by IID.

The CVPA JPA contracted with the Coachella Valley Association of Governments
(CVAG) to oversee the administration and management of the CVPA until the agency
can hire its own staff.

At the first meeting of the CVPA JPA on June 12, 2025, CVAG proposed a budget of
$1.07 million but board members pushed back after going through the itemized budget.

‘I was completely opposed to committing a million dollars on startup components,” said
Mayor Linda Evans, La Quinta’s representative on the CVPA JPA. The membership
instead proposed a $500,000 budget, which it approved on July 28, when members also
voted to split the cost equally between them, at least for the first year.

“The good news is that we have been working much better with 11D and there is definite
momentum,” Evans said.

Councilmember John Pefa recused himself due to a possible conflict of interest.

COMMUNITY SERVICES GRANTS



Council members unanimously approved awarding $45,500 in Community Services
Grants to 12 local nonprofit groups and organizations that benefit La Quinta residents
and strengthen the business community. Grants ranged from $500 for first-time
recipients to the maximum amount of $5,000.

The City considers requests for Community Services Grants three times each fiscal
year. The City allocated $100,000 total for grants this fiscal year.

Tuesday’s recipients are:

e $500 first-time grants were awarded to the American Heart Association and the
Colonel Mitchell Paige Middle School Parent Teacher Organization.

e $2,500 was awarded to Read with Me.

e $3,000 went to the Coachella Valley Housing Coalition.

e $4,000 to the La Quinta High School Dance Team Booster.

e $5,000 grants were awarded to Autism Society Inland Empire, Do the Right
Thing, First Tee Coachella Valley, Hidden Harvest, Rotary Club of La Quinta,
Seiden-Juku para karate program, and Variety Children’s Charity of the Desert.

VETERANS DAY SALUTE

Council members approved the names of 20 residents nominated to be added to the
Veterans Acknowledgement Monuments on the Civic Center Campus this year.

They will be individually recognized during the City’s annual Veterans Day Ceremony on
Tuesday, November 11, starting at 9 a.m. at City Hall. The ceremony honors all who
have served and will include a flyover by the Palm Springs Air Museum, guest speakers,
musical performances and remarks by City Council members.

The monuments currently carry the names of 346 veterans. To be added to the
monuments, veterans must be current or former La Quinta residents; honorably
discharged from the service; and provide proof of military service. Applications for the
2026 ceremony are available online at www.laguintaca.gov/veterans.

The 20 veterans whose names are being added this year are:
Air Force: William F. Stiles

Army: Kenneth J. Burt, Kenneth C. Camarella, Dane W. Kohal, David W. McQuade,
Robert A. Millar Ill, James R. Schnell, and Leroy A. Tibbetts.

Marine Corps: John F. McSweeney lll, Martin R. Morales, and Santos A. Rojo.

Navy: Jack A. Crider, Donald L. Denney, Terry L. Fleming, William H. Gunnell, Francis
J. Longworth, Lester D. Mayeux, Thomas J. Plouffe, Thomas R. Plumley, and Thomas
H. Sheets.


http://www.laquintaca.gov/veterans

NEXT MEETING

The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting is Tuesday, October 21, at 4 p.m. at
City Hall.

If you can’t make it to a meeting or missed a meeting, you can livestream or watch the
video online at www.laquintaca.gov/livemeetings or www.laguintaca.gov/pastmeetings.

Agenda packets with staff reports can be viewed on the City’s website,
www.laguintaca.gov, or received via email or text by signing up for Quail Mail.
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